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1. • Papal‘Nuncio informed us this morning that one of the 
Cordoba seminarians has been released. Nuncio said he had 
been so informed by Army Chief of Staff Viola last night. 
Viola had further indicated that he and Third Corps Commander 
General Menendez are Working to expedite the case and they 
expect that the other seminarians with the exception of the 
Chilean will be released soon. 

2, Nuncio -cautioned that Chilean seminarian is "a rascal who 
has been guilty of passing tjad checks." Nuncio said Church 
authorities here do not intend to exercise any further good 
officer' on latter’s behalf. 
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FROM AMBASSADOR HILL (approved by him for transmission prior to 
his departure for US on July 18) 


1* On July 15 accompanied by the Legal Attache. I called on Min 
of Interior Harguindeguy. The purpose of my call was 'to again 
impress upon the Minister the seriousness of the question, of 
human rights violations. Rather than raise the question directly, 

I referred to possible security risks to a large medical con¬ 
vention which is to be held here in 1977 as a means of leading into 
the subject of terrorism in Argentina. 

2. In answer to my question, the Min said that GOA has scored 

important successes against terrorists and that by March of 

next year the terrorist problem will b^behind us. However, 

he said, he expected serious trouble between now and the first 

of September, He. pointed out that the Montoneros and the ERP 

are coming together a s one terrorist group and they are very _ 
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pwell armed* He indicated, for example, that the ERP reportedly | 
has some 5,000 sophisticated incendiary devices purchased 
in Germany in 1973 (which, however, may now be too old 
to be effective)'. The Minister felt that the weeks just 
before and after "Trelew Day", August 22, would be the 
. most .dangerous period.—. 

i 

3.- The Minister said he was in control of the security 
forces, and the new Police Chief General Ojeda is his man. 

He remarked, however, that the Embassy must understand that ■ 
it is hard to control all units of the police and military, 
and that actions such as the killing of the priests could 


4. I pointed out that while this might be soothe deaths of 

the priests and of Anthony Puente (son of a long time Embassy 

employee) are very hard to explain in the US. 5 

5* The Minister did not take me up on these incidents; / 

rather,, he changed the subject by referring to a recent 

Barrons* article comparing Beirut with Buenos Aires. He 

said this was very unfair, and noted that Amb Mus'ich has been 

instructed to invite two or three Barrons' reporters to 

Buenos Aires to take a look for themselves, 
concluding 

6.. In f the discussion of the security situation, 

the Minister assured me that ERP and Montonero leaders/ 
respectively, 

Santucho and Firmenichj/are in Argentina and that the GOA is bending 
I all efforts to apprehend them. . 
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| The Minister indicated that the desired changes must r be agreed | 
to in advance by major participants and not left for 
negotiations at Lima. ' 

In general review of Argentina's "new foreign policy’' 

(i.e., in wake of Ma^ch 24 coup ), Guzzetti said Argentina is 
concentrating first on strengthening its ties with neighbor¬ 
ing country (which was also main thrust of ex-Foreign Minister 
Quijano's efforts). In this context, Guzzetti mentioned that 
security/inte11igence.forces of the Southern Cone, in an 
effort to combat more effectively "internationalized terrorism," 
are cooperating to a greater extent than in the past. For 
example, he said, services are now pooling much of their 
information on individuals suspected of being subversives 

and coordinating efforts against international terrorism'.; 

( 

4. In concluding interview, Ambassador Hill informed 

* 

Foreign Minister he would be away from post on leave and 
consultations in US for several weeks. Foreign Minister 
asked both Ambassadors Hill and-Ryan to carry his warmest 
greetings to'Secretary Kissinger. 

5. Comment; It is surprising that Guzzetti raised matter 
of increased coordination of effort on part of Southern 
Cone security forces--±to though it has been obvious'for 
some time that such coordination existed. Guzzetti gave 
impression of greater command of subjects than he has in 


|_past, perhaps suggesting that he is beginning to settle in 

•and get handle on business of .international politics after 
years of commanding submarines. 
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